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WSIS YOUTH NIGERIA POLICY TRAIN HOLDS ACROSS THE COUNTRY 
As global demand for Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) increases by the day, the youths in their capacity are not left out. Nigerian Youth Coalition on ICTs is a network of youths, organisations, and initiatives working towards participation in, and implementation of, the outcome of the ongoing World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS). 

The WSIS aims to explore the major advances in information and communications technologies and how these are impacting the way we learn, work, govern and play. The Summit will bring together all the world’s nations to develop a global framework to deal with the challenges posed by the information society, and fully and equally take advantage of the opportunities it presents.

The coalition consists of West African NGO Network, Paradigm Initiative Nigeria, Nigerian Association of Computer Science Students, YIELD Infotechnologies and the International Young Professional Foundation. They are kicking off a nationwide consultation process among young Nigerians with respect to the WSIS and global Information Society. The process is tagged the “WSIS Youth Nigeria Policy Train” and its primary objective is to produce a Nigerian Youth Declaration on the WSIS. The Policy Train will build on the proceedings of consultations that have held between July 2002 and the present date among young Nigerians, such as the eConference, which held between November and December 2002.

The Policy Train will stop in three representative cities in the northern, eastern and western regions of the country. On the 11th of October 2003, young Nigerians will meet in Port Harcourt to discuss youth involvement in the WSIS process, and the role of youth in acting out the outcome of the summit. The train proceeds to Kano on the 18th of October and the final phase of the consultation will hold in Lagos on the 22nd of the same month.

The Policy Train comes ahead of a Nigerian Youth Summit on the Information Society (NYSIS) which should facilitate the emergence of a Nigerian Information Society Youth Network (NISYN). The NISYN will mobilize and enhance the capacity of Nigerian youths in nation building irrespective of their educational, political, religious or social background. It would also produce dynamic opportunities and improve youth participation in country-level and international events and processes that focus on the emerging information society.

For a country that boasts of about 20% of the African continent - and with over 44% of such population as young people – we consider the need to support, implement and deliver this Policy Train a necessity for the benefit of Nigeria, Africa, the global South and the entire Information Society space. The voice and activities of young Nigerians will go a long way to add colour and value to the global Information Society.
